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SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
Sunday, July 12, 2020 – (Video Worship Bulletin) 

 
INVOCATION 
P: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 
CONFESSION OF SINS 
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us 

from all unrighteousness. 
 
P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.  We have sinned 

against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves.  We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment.  For the sake of Your 

Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 

delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name.  Amen. 

ABSOLUTION 
P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His sake God 

forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives the power to become the 

children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good 

work in us, bring it to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

C: Amen. 
 
OPENING HYMN:  As the Deer   
 
 PSALMS READING………………………………..……..Psalm 65:1-8 
Praise is due to you, O God, in Zion, and to you shall vows be performed.  

O you who hears prayer, to you shall all flesh come.  When iniquities prevail against me, you atone for our 

transgressions.  Blessed is the one you choose and bring near, to dwell in your courts!  We shall be 

satisfied with the goodness of your house, the holiness of your temple!  By awesome deeds you answer 

us with righteousness, O God of our salvation, the hope of all the ends of the earth  and of the farthest 

seas;  the one who by his strength established the mountains,  being girded with might; who stills the 

roaring of the seas,  the roaring of their waves, the tumult of the peoples, so that those who dwell at the 

ends of the earth are in awe at your signs.  You make the going out of the morning and the evening to 

shout for joy.    

R: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C:              Praise be to God!  
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EPISTLE READING………………………………………………..…Romans 8:12-17 

So then, brothers, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh.  For if you live according 

to the flesh you will die, but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live.  For all 

who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God.  For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back 

into fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!”  The 

Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, then heirs—heirs 

of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified 

with him. 

 
P: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God! 
 
HOLY GOSPEL   (please stand)……………………Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the Thirteenth   
 Chapter: 
 
That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea.   

And great crowds gathered about him, so that he got into a boat and sat down. And the whole crowd 

stood on the beach.  And he told them many things in parables, saying: “A sower went out to sow.  And 

as he sowed, some seeds fell along the path, and the birds came and devoured them.   

Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and immediately they sprang up, 

since they had no depth of soil, but when the sun rose they were scorched. And since they had no root, 

they withered away.  Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them.  Other 

seeds fell on good soil and produced grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty.  He who has 

ears, let him hear.”  

“Hear then the parable of the sower:  When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not 

understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what has been sown in his heart. This is what was 

sown along the path.  As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and 

immediately receives it with joy, yet he has no root in himself, but endures for a while, and when 

tribulation or persecution arises on account of the word, immediately he falls away. As for what was 

sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the deceitfulness 

of riches choke the word, and it proves unfruitful.  As for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who 

hears the word and understands it. He indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another 

sixty, and in another thirty.” 

 
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
C: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
SONG OF THE DAY:  I Am the Bread of LIfe 
 
MESSAGE …………………………………………………..……… Pastor Phil Sipes    
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PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH  
P: Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all  
 people according to their needs.  

(Silence for personal reflection) 

P:  O Lord, we praise You and acknowledge that You are the Lord of hosts and our Redeemer and 
that You have redeemed us by the sacrifice of Your only-begotten Son upon the cross for our 
redemption. We thank You that, by Your Word, You have sown Your people among the 
nations; and we pray that we might be bold witnesses of Your Gospel until the close of the age.  

 Lord, in Your mercy,  
C:  hear our prayer.  
 
P:  O God, O Lord of heaven and earth, we give thanks to You that Your Son, Jesus Christ, died to 

redeem the world and restore creation. Until the time that creation’s groanings in this present 
age are replaced by new life and restoration to paradise, grant that we might be good 
stewards of all that You have made, neither worshiping nor wasting Your creation, but making 
wise and diligent use of all that You provide, in service to You and to those around us.  

 Lord, in Your mercy,  
C:  hear our prayer.  
 
P:  Heavenly Father, preserve us in the one true faith until You reveal us to be Your children on the 

Last Day. We commend to You those who endure a heightened awareness of the bondage of 
decay in the form of infirmity and weakness. Deliver them according to Your will. Strengthen 
and preserve their faith, that they might rejoice that the sufferings of this present time are not 
worth comparing with the glory that is to be revealed in us, for the sake of Jesus Christ our 
Lord.  

 Lord, in Your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer.  
 
P:  O Lord of hosts, the First and the Last, we give thanks to You that You adopt us as sons in the 

waters of Holy Baptism and preserve us until the day when that adoption is made manifest in 
glory. Remember those who endure the afflictions of old age. Preserve them from despair, and 
grant that their groanings might be patient longing for the day of the redemption of their 
bodies. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C:  hear our prayer.  
 
P:  Lord of hosts, You have called us by the Gospel and made us Your disciples—Your followers 

today. Grant us courage to follow where You guide knowing that Your hand is leading us and 
Your love supporting us. Make us bold to share the good news of Jesus Christ with others.  

 Lord, in Your mercy,  
C:  hear our prayer.  
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P:  Almighty God, we give thanks to You for those whom You appoint to be Your instruments of 
compassion. Bless all who serve the elderly in retirement centers, memory units and nursing 
facilities, as well as those who care for ailing parents in their homes; and grant that we, too, 
might be Your hands and feet and voices to provide comfort and company to those who are 
lonely and alone.  

 Lord, in Your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer.  
 
P:  Lord of hosts, work repentance in us and a readiness to receive the holy body and blood of 

Christ for the forgiveness of all our sins, that forgiven, we may live lives according to Your 
Word and holy will.  

 Lord, in Your mercy,  
C:  hear our prayer. 

P: We give thanks to You, O Lord, for Your faithfulness to all the saints who have gone before us, 
whom You kept in grace and faith. For the sake of Jesus Christ, preserve us in the same, so that 
with them we might shine like the sun in Your kingdom forever. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 
P:  Lord of hosts, into Your hands we commend all things for which we pray, confident that for the 

sake of Jesus, You hear and answer us.  
C:  Amen. 
 
GOD’S PEACE 
P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C:  Amen. 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 
P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
 
C:  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 
 Thy kingdom come, 
 Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
 give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever 
 and ever. Amen. 
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BENEDICTION 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 
C: Amen. 
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God!   
 
CLOSING SONG:  Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me  #722 


